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Baptist Student Union to

Debate Secular Stud

Organizations
Meet to Discuss
Religion

BY BRANDY BALDWIN
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Sunny and hot Thursday - Saturday, with
mild cloud cover on Sunday. Zero percent
chance of rain throughout.

PRICES AT THE PUMP

Staff Writer

Students from the Baptist
Student Union and the Secular
Students Alliance have been
invited to discuss their differ-
ing views on religion in a de-
bate hosted by the Office of
Campus Life and Leadership.

“The greatest hope for the
debate would be to open a
line of communication,” Lyssa
Collard, Shawnee sophomore,
said.

According to a recent Gal-
lup poll, 92% of Americans
said they believe in God. The
same poll shows only 84%
of those between the ages of
18 and 29 say they believe in
God. A growing diversity in
the issue of religion is apparent
on the East Central University
campus as well.

“We feel that an in-depth
discussion between two di-
verse perspectives will help
students  understand  more
about atheists, agnostics and
other non-religious people,”
Sarah Erwin, Ada senior and
president of the Secular Stu-
dents Alliance, said.

The SSA became an of-
ficially recognized group at
ECU with the approval of
the Student Senate this sum-
mer. Goals of the SSA include
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Presenting a Case: Stephen McCleskey and Sarah Erwin will lead the debate.

changing the stereotypes about
nonreligious people and offer-
ing support for students look-
ing for answers outside of a
religious context.

“Debates broaden the field
of thinking and growing,” Bri-
an Montgomery, Davis senior,
said. “I would like for people
to examine facts and evidence,
and make a conclusion based
on facts.”

The Baptist Student Union
is the only registered religious
organization on campus. The
BSU is a Christian organiza-
tion dedicated to sharing the
gospel of Jesus Christ with all
people while working toward
the spiritual growth of believ-
ers.

“To love God is to love oth-

“If I can get people to respect
each other on campus and not
frown upon each other, that’s
what I'm trying to do.”

-Ron Williams

ers,” Randy Townshend, direc-
tor of the BSU, said. “We can
agree to disagree and still have
respect for one another.”

Ron Williams, director of
campus life and leadership,
said debates help foster a
learning environment and pro-
mote recognition and respect
of differing views.

The “Religion Debate™ will
be held in the lounge of Pesagi

Dormitory, Sept. 13 at 9 p.m.

It will be the second debate
held at Pesagi this semester.
A*Battle of the Sexes” discus-
sion on relationship issues was
hosted last month.

Students can expect to see
more hot-topic discussions in
the future.

“We are going to try to do
these debates once a month,”
Williams said.
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BY CIERRA TYNES
Staff Writer

The East Central University
chapter of Habitat for Human-
ity is promoting Box City, a
consciousness campaign to
raise awareness for the plight
of those who live in substan-
dard housing.

Members of the campus
community will gather to
spend one night in a cardboard
box.

“It’s not about trying to
simulate homelessness.” Rob-
in Murphy, co-sponsor of the
campus chapter and assistant
professor of English and lan-
guages, said. “It’s about mak-
ing a spectacle in order to
raise awareness about a seri-
ous problem in our own back-
yard.”

This year the box communi-
ty will be set up between Dan-
ley Hall and the Horace Mann
Building on Sept. 22.

Habitat for Humanity is
most widely known for the
homes that they help build.

“They are founded,” ac-
cording to the website, “on
the conviction that every man,
woman and child should have
a decent, safe and affordable
place to live.”

Over fifty students partici-
pated in Box City last year.
After sleeping, or at least at-
tempting to, participants an-

TONIGHT
“Law as it Relates to

Substance Abuse,” a
program educating students
on the consequences of drug
use, related legal issues

and ways for them to stay
safe will be presented in

the University Center Estep
Room on Sept. 8 from 3:30 -
4:30 p.m.

Guest speakers will include
Pontotoc County District
Attorney Chris Ross,

Ada Police Department
Assistant Chief Carl Allen
and ECU Campus Police
Chief Bert Miller.

swered questions about inad-
equate housing and gave tours
of Box City.

They also recycled all of the
boxes after the event, accord-
ing to Murphy.

“It is a time that we humble
ourselves to raise awareness
of poverty in Oklahoma,”
Kacie Cantrell, McAlester se-
nior, said. “This is a project
that is very important because
it shows those who partici-
pate that there are people who
have a hard time meeting basic
needs.”

According to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau, 17.4 percent of
the population of Pontotoc
County lives below the pover-
ty level, which is higher than
the state of Oklahoma at 16.1
percent.

Box City is more than just

people sleeping in boxes.

Participants also decorate
their boxes, create t-shirts and
enjoy a sunrise breakfast, ac-
cording to Eril Hughes, co-
sponsor of the campus chapter
and professor of English and
languages.

The chapter welcomes do-
nations of boxes, duct tape
and food. Donors should con-
tact Murphy at 580-559-5449
or rmurphy@ecok.edu, or
Hughes at 580-559-5559 or
ehughes@ecok.edu, so they
can make space available for
supplies.

Those wishing to take part
should also contact the spon-
sors so they can ensure enough
boxes are available.

Students, faculty and staff
are invited to participate in the
project.

facts

U For every 100 very low-income renters,
only 76 affordable rental units are currently

available.

U One out of seven poor families lives in
severely inadequate housing.

U Over 13 million households pay more than
50 percent of their income in housing.

Information taken from the International Habitat for

Humanity website.

HITE ROCK

* FITNESS

New at White Rock:
Zumba in the Circuit

Get your cardio & strength training done in one 30-minute Zumba party!
Tuesdays 12:15-12:45 $5.00

580-371-5183 « www.WhiteRockFit.com *Ada, 0K

OPEN M!C

VINTAGE 22

WINE & DESSERT BAR

800 East Main Street . Ada, OK
580.310.9806

FIRST WEDNESDAY
OF EACH MONTH

8:00-10:00 p.m.

FROM MUSIC TO POETRY, TO
COMEDY AND SHORT STORIES.

SHOWCASE ALL OF YOUR TALENTS.

WWW.VINTAGE22.COM

College Worship Service
Every Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
@ The Main Campus

Bible Fellowship
Every Sunday, 10:45 a.m.
@The Source

The Source Main Campus

123 S Mississippi St.

730 E Main St.







