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WEEKLY FORECAST

TUESDAY-SUNDAY
Average Hi 93’F
Average Lo 70'F
Mixed clouds and sun with chances of

precipiation and thunderstorms Tuesday
through Sunday.

PRICES AT THE PUMP

$3.60

Enforcement of Requlations

Increases Suspensions

Can Students
Afford the
Reality Check?

BY KRYSTYN SMITH
Staff Writer

Some students receiving
financial aid at East Central
University are feeling blind
sided now that the Satisfactory
Academic Progress policy pro-
posed by the Obama adminis-
tration in 2010 is being aggres-
sively enforced.

“Some of these regulations
have been in effect for quite
some time,” Becky Isaacs, di-
rector of financial aid, said.
“They are just being fully
enforced as of July 1 of this
year.”

She said her office is seeing
more suspensions due to the
changes in probationary peri-
ods. Students were allowed to
be on probation for more than
one semester and now they are
not. That is the biggest change

Now students are suspended
first, then, if applicable, are al-
lowed to complete a semester
on probation. If they success-
fully complete their proba-
tionary semester and meet all
three of ECU’s SAP policy
regulations, then students can
be granted an appeal and have
their funding returned.

The proposed regulations
require a structured and con-
sistent approach to evaluating
a student’s academic work,
while continuing to provide

Happy Recipient: Amber Maxberry (right) uses her financial aid to purchase her text books..

flexibility to institutions in
establishing their policies, ac-
cording to the ED.gov Web
site for the U.S. Department of
Education.

In the past students would
have been given a warning,
followed by probation for a
semester and then suspension
for a full semester if probation
was not completed.

“Now they are basically say-
ing ‘Here’s your warning’ and
then turning around and ‘Oh,
by the way, you're suspended
now.’ I can’t go back without
my financial aid,” Amy Wil-
son, Savanna sophomore, said.

The SAP regulations state
that students are required to
maintain a minimum cumu-
lative GPA of 1.7 for under-

“All of the colleges and
universities have, or will soon
have, these amended regulations
in place after this summer term.”
-Becky Isaacs

graduate hours up to 30 hours
and a 2.0 for 31 or more hours.
Graduate students must main-
tain a minimum of 3.0.
Students must also success-
fully complete seventy percent
of all hours attempted. This
includes all courses at any col-
lege or university even if fi-
nancial aid was not received.
In addition, students must
complete their first bachelor’s
degree within 186 hours. All

hours attempted from all in-
stitutions attended will be in-
cluded even if students did not
receive financial aid.

“These regulations are be-
ing enforced to hold students
accountable and to keep stu-
dents from abusing their finan-
cial aid,” Isaacs said.

“The students need to real-
ize that graduating has to be
done in a reasonable amount
of time.”
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BY NICHOLAS PRINCE
Staff Writer

Incoming freshmen attend-
ing East Central University
this fall may consider joining
a male or female Greek orga-
nization on campus. Fraterni-
ties can be rewarding socially
and potentially create a path of
success for the future.

“Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity
men learn to achieve more and
be more in all aspects of life.
We are scholars, leaders, ath-
letes and gentlemen,” Taylor
Howard, Marlow senior, said.

ECU fraternities have post-
ed fliers across campus pro-
moting their organizations and
inviting students to pledge.

Pledging requires commit-
ment and responsibility. For
new members it is equivalent
to three college hours, accord-
ing to the ECU Web site.

Balancing school, work and
a social life with fraternal ac-
tivities can be overwhelming
and without good multi-task-
ing skills may result in failure,
according to Jeremiah Rossen,
Stonewall senior and Sigma
Tau Gamma member.

“Students should have their
priorities  straight. ~ School
comes before extracurricular
activities,” Rossen, said.

“You should always make
sure your school work is done
before any event,” Madeline
Wilson, Shawnee senior and
Chi Omega member, said.

Ron Williams, director of
campus life and leadership,
plans to change some of the
stereotypes of fraternities.

Starting this semester, fra-
ternities are required to have a
2.75 GPA which will increase
incrementally until a 3.0 is
met.

Williams implemented the
rule to ensure that Greeks con-
tinue to be productive leaders
on campus.

“Our Greeks have higher
standards than their national
levels require to make sure
they graduate,” Williams said.
“We are leaders and set the
example for other students on
campus.”

Greek organizations also
offer their members a broth-
erhood and sisterhood to help
recruits face the pressures of a
new environment.

“Fraternity is about unity.
We stand together as brothers
and sisters,” Williams said.

Joining a fraternity allows
students to become socially ad-
ept with others just like them.
Studies have shown having a
sense of belonging improves
students’ well-being and con-
tributes to overall success in
their academics and everyday
life.

“Chi Omega has provided
me with friends I would have
never met otherwise and that
will last a lifetime,” Randi
Rae, Marlow senior, said.

Rush begins today and will
last for three weeks. This will
give all students adequate time
to meet the fraternities on cam-
pus and find the one that is best
for them.

Fraternities will be host-
ing open houses today in their
lounges. They encourage ev-
eryone to come hang out and
meet members of their organi-
zations.

“We are going to storm the
campus,” Williams, said.

rush activities

U Recruitment dates Aug. 15-25.
U Formal recruitment/open house

Aug. 15 at 6 p.m.

U Philanthropy Aug. 22 at 6 p.m.
U Preference Aug. 29 at 6 p.m.
U Bid day Aug. 31 at 5:30 p.m.

All activities will take place in the Greek
lounges. For a complete list of Greek
organizations check out the ECU Web site.

ECU Undergoes Accreditation Visit

East Central University
will undergo a comprehensive
evaluation visit Oct. 31 and
Nov. 2 by a team representing
the Higher Learning Commis-
sion of North Central Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools.
ECU has been accredited by
the commission from 1922-
1934 and since 1947. ECU’s
accreditation is at the bach-
elor’s and master’s degree lev-
els.

The  Higher  Learning
Commission is one of six
accrediting agencies in the
United States that provides in-
stitutional accreditation on a
regional basis. Institutional ac-

creditation evaluates an entire
institution and accredits it as a
whole. Other agencies provide
accreditation for specific pro-
grams. Accreditation is volun-
tary. The Commission, which
accredits approximately 1,100
institutions of higher education
in a 19-state region, is recog-
nized by the U.S. Department
of Education.

For the past two years, ECU
has been engaged in a process
of self-study, addressing the
Commission’s  requirements
for accreditation. The evalu-
ation team will visit the insti-
tution to gather evidence that
the self-study is thorough and

accurate. The team will rec-
ommend a continuing status
for the university to the Com-
mission. Following a review
process, the Commission itself
will take the final action.

The public is invited to
submit comments regarding
the university to: Public Com-
ment on East Central Uni-
versity, The Higher Learning
Commission, 230 S. LaSalle
Street, Suite 7-500, Chicago,
IL 60604, or submit comments
electronically at www.ecok.
edu/self_study/comments.

Comments must address
substantive matters related to
the quality of the institution.
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WEDNESDAY, FEB. 5th
- 8:00-10:00 P.M.

HELD THE EIRST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH

VINTAGE 22

WINE& DESSERT BAR
800 BE. Main Street

» ERESTED IN PERFORMING AT OPEN MIC?
CALL 580.310.9806 OR VISIT:

WW.VINTAGE22.COM

Must be 21 to enter. Please drink responsibly

Bible Fellowship
Every Sunday, 9:30 am
@ The Source

College Worship Service
Every Sunday, 10:45 am
@ The Main Campus

The Source Main Campus

123 S Mississippi St.

730 E Main St.







