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Children’s Assent to Participate in a Research Study 
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	Date:

Research Project Title:
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Supervising Faculty (if applicable):
	

	Department:
	


Why are we talking with you?
We want to learn more about [what you are studying] by doing research.  Research is when someone gathers a lot of information about something that he/she does not know much about or wants to find the answer to.  The person that collects the information is called a researcher.  We would like to talk to you about this research.  We will also ask if you would like to participate.  
Why do we want to learn more about this? 
[We want to know ….].  
We chose to talk to you about this because you [reason why the child was selected].
There will be about [#] other children who may take part in this study.  
What will you do if you participate? 
If you agree to take part in this study, we will ask you [a lot of questions about …….].  We will also ask you to [………….].
How long will you take part in the study? 
You will be asked to be in the study for about [participating time].  You do not have to [give an answer to all the questions that the researcher asks you].  You can stop being in the study at any time.  
Will anything bad happen to you if you are in the study? 
Nothing bad will happen to you.  [It might take you a long time to answer the questions and …..]
Will anything good happen to you if you are in the study? 

[You will be given ……]
Do you have any questions?
You can ask me questions any time you want.  If you want to talk with someone else just let me know.  If you want to call and ask me questions later, you can.  We want you to know and understand everything that will happen before you decide.  You can call me at [phone number] if you would like before you make up your mind.  
Do you have to be in this study?
It’s up to you if you want to be in the study.  You don’t have to be a part of the study if you don’t want to.   No one will be mad at you.  If you want to take part now, you can change your mind later.  You don’t have to do everything that the researcher asks you to do.  You can stop being a part of the study at any time.  Remember, you don’t have to say yes.  The choice is yours.    

You don’t have to make up your mind now.  You can come back before the study starts to let us know if you want to do this or not.  
Your Mom, Dad or guardian(s) will also have to say yes before you can be in the study.
You will get a copy of this form before you leave.   You can read through it again.  We want you to talk to your family before you let us know if you want to be in the study.  
Assent Statement:
By signing this form, the child has agreed to take part in the research study.  I have explained the research to the child in the language that he/she can understand.  The child was given enough time to ask questions and to talk it over with his/her family before deciding to participate.  
__________________________________

_________________________________
Child’s Signature

Date


Print Name of Child
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