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Dorothy Alexander is a poet, publisher and storyteller from Cheyenne, Oklahoma, where she is the co-owner of

Village Books Press, a two-woman publishing house. She has published four collections of poetry: The Dust Bowl

Revisited, Borrowed Dust, Rough Drafts, and the latest one Lessons From an Oklahoma Girlhood, a collection of art

and poetry. She also writes non-fiction stories and essays, and has edited two collections of oral history in her home

community in western Oklahoma. In a previous life, she was an attorney and municipal judge.

Jim Barnes, of Choctaw and Welsh ancestry, was born and grew up in Summerfield, Oklahoma. He received his BA

from what is now Southeastern Oklahoma State University in Durant, Oklahoma. He completed his Ph.D from the

University of Arkansas in 1970. Jim is the founding editor of the Chariton Review Press and editor of The Chariton

Review. He is also a contributing editor to the Pushcart Prize. He has published over 500 poems in more than 100

journals, including The Chicago Review, The American Scholar, Prairie Schooner and Georgia Review. His

translations have also been published in journals, such as Sycamore Review and Black Moon. His community service

involves membership in many organizations, including the Associated Writing Programs, the National Association

for Ethnic Studies, PEN Center USA West and the Editorial Board of Thomas Jefferson University Press. He has sat

on several National Endowment for the Arts committees. Jim has given readings across the globe, and he has won

numerous awards for his writing, including a Senior Fulbright Fellowship to Switzerland in 1993-94. His On Native

Ground won the American Book Award in 2002. Jim has published an additional ten volumes of poetry and has been

anthologized multiple times for his poetry and literary criticism.

Steve Benton was born in Fort Worth and grew up in several towns and cities in Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas.

After getting a degree in English from TCU, he spent five years teaching English as a Second Language in Madrid,

Spain and then took the Trans-Siberian railroad to China, where he spent four more years teaching at Xiamen

University. From China he went to the University of Chicago, where he received a master’s degree in the humanities,

and then across town to the University of Illinois at Chicago, where he completed the Ph. D. in English in the spring

of 2008. That same spring he became an assistant professor in the English department at East Central University.

Alan Berecka: Led by his Garmin GPS, and this year aided by a migrant buffalo, Alan Berecka who lives in the

Corpus Christi area has returned to Ada for the fourth year. This year he will be fitted with a transmitting collar, so

scientist can further understand his strange April migratory pattern. When not completing long treks, Berecka works

as a librarian at Del Mar College. His poetry has appeared in such places as the American Literary Review, The

Conch River Review, The Blue Rock Review and The Christian Century.  His first full collection of poems, The

Comic Flaw, was published in 2009.

Jerry Brigham is a retired Public Television and Radio General Manager and Associate Professor of

film/journalism at the University of Alaska -- Fairbanks. Currently he is an adjunct in the Departments of English

and Communication at ECU and consultant for University of Alaska in film studies. His Tales of the Tundra is a

collection of stories and sketches dealing with adventures encountered during 18 years in the isolated wilds of the

Alaskan Bush. 

Nathan Brown is a poet, musician and photographer from Norman, Oklahoma. He holds an interdisciplinary PhD in

Creative and Professional Writing from the University of Oklahoma and teaches writing there as well. He has

published six books of poetry: Two Tables Over -Winner of the 2009 Oklahoma Book Award, Not Exactly Job-a

finalist for the Oklahoma Book Award, Ashes Over the Southwest, Suffer the Little Voices - a finalist for the

Oklahoma Book Award, Hobson's Choice, and My Sideways Heart. Nathan’s poems occur in regional journals such

as World Literature Today, Concho River Review, Oklahoma Today, Windhover, among others. He also contributed

to the Two Southwests Anthology. Nathan has also recently released a new album of music, Gypsy Moon.



Christopher W. Clark is currently studying English at East Central University. He has published several stories and

poems in the university literary magazine Originals, and in 2007 won the Paul Hughes Creative Writing Award for

his short story, “Homer’s Theodicy.”  He is currently working on his first novel.

J. Don Cook was a photojournalist for 23 years and among his honors are three Pulitzer Prize nominations. Some of

his art works can be found in public and private collections throughout the United States including those of Kodak,

Inc. in Rochester, New York, Frito-Lay in Dallas, Texas, and Nicholls State University in Thibedaux, Louisiana. His

special exhibits include American Visions at New York University. A book of photography, titled Shooting from the

Hip, is forthcoming from Oklahoma University Press, and his memoir How the God Mercury Slit My Throat and

Other Stories. is in progress. Don has served as artist in residence/photographer at Classen School for Advanced

Studies in Oklahoma City. He grows organic vegetables, cooks, and is addicted to Curb Your Enthusiasm .

Jenny Yang Cropp received her MFA at Minnesota State University-Mankato and is currently pursuing a PhD in

creative writing at The University of South Dakota where she also works as an editorial assistant for South Dakota

Review. Her poems have appeared or are forthcoming in Eclipse, Hayden's Ferry Review, Superstition Review,

Boxcar Poetry Review, Poetry Southeast, and others.

Robert Ferrier holds a BA and MBA from the University of Oklahoma. His poetry appears in Oklahoma Today,

The Mid-America Poetry Review, Crosstimbers, Blood & Thunder, and others. He has also published four novels as

E-books at Synergebooks.com. Dear Mr. Kapps was selected by the McQuark Review as one of the top three

e-books for young adults in 2002.

 

Josh Gaines is a photographer and poet who plays the role of an Air Force Captain by day. Since moving to

Oklahoma he has been very active in the poetry scene and currently serves as the Poetry Chair at the Independent

Artists of Oklahoma. His collection is titled Cigarette Sonatas.    

                           

Dr. Steve Garrison teaches literature and creative writing at the University of Central Oklahoma. His novel

Shoveling Smoke was published in 2003 by Chronicle under the name Austin Davis. He is currently working on his

second novel.

Bayard Godsave’s work has appeared in the Cream City Review, Confrontation, Another Chicago Magazine,

Florida Review, Bryant Literary Review, Cimarron Review and The Evansville Review, among others. One of his

stories, "00:02:36:58," which originally appeared in Carolina Quarterly in 2005, was included in 2006 in Flash

Fiction Forward, an anthology of short short fiction published by WW Norton, and was anthologized again this past

year in a collection called Upside Down B, which is an English textbook used in secondary schools in Sweden. In

2001 Bayard received an MFA from Minnesota State University, Moorhead; in 2008 he received his PhD in English

from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. He is an Assistant Professor of English at Cameron University.

Patricia Goodrich has been featured reader at writers' conferences, including the Druskininkai International

Festival, Lithuania, and the Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Festival, USA. Her work has been translated into Chinese,

Lithuanian and Romanian. She is a recipient of fellowships through the Andy Warhol Foundation, Atlantic Center

for the Arts, Europos Parkas (Lithuania), Inter-Art Foundation (Romania) Leeway Foundation, Makole Sculpture

Symposium (Slovenia), Puffin Foundation, Santa Fe Art Institute, Vermont Studio Center, and Yaddo. Goodrich also

received Pennsylvania Fellowships in Poetry/Creative Nonfiction and was nominated for Pushcart Prizes in poetry

and fiction. She is Pennsylvania's 2005 Bucks County Poet Laureate. Red Mud (VAC Press 2009) is Goodrich's first

book length poetry collection. Her work appears in six chapbooks, as well as numerous literary journals and

anthologies. She earned degrees from Western Michigan University and the University of Northern Colorado.

(www.patriciagoodrich.com)

Gordon Greene has been a professional actor, a college professor, an advertising executive, a journalist and a

newspaper editor. For fifteen years, he wrote and produced audio-video materials for the University of Oklahoma

while hosting a radio program that was syndicated on thirty stations around the state. His work has appeared in a

number of national and regional publications, and he has won awards for his short stories, articles, poetry, editorials,

columns and essays, as well as his work for radio and television. Greene served two terms as president of Oklahoma

City Writers, Inc. He is also a past president and honorary life member of the Oklahoma Writers’ Federation. An 



eclectic author of six books, including three collections of poetry, his latest book is Traveling Companions.

Carol Hamilton has recent publications in Poet Lore, Comstock Review, Atlanta Review, New York Quarterly,

Connecticut River Review, Hidden Oak and others. She has been nominated five times for a Pushcart Prize. She is

the former Poet Laureate of Oklahoma. Her most recent books are Shots On and Contrapuntal from Finishing Line

Press. She has received the Oklahoma Book Award for poetry, a Southwest Book Award for a children's novel, the

David Ray Poetry Award, a Warren Keith Poetry Award, and the Chiron Review Chapbook Award. She is a retired

educator and currently translates for Variety Health Clinic.   

Shirley Hall lives in Oklahoma where she is pursuing a career in writing. Her extended education includes an array

of colleges and universities both in the United States and abroad. An advocate for peace, freedom, and equality

Shirley challenges religious, social and political agendas through her controversial poetry and essays. She is author

of ONE DAY, Life, Love and Controversy in Middle America, and, LISTEN, released November 1, 2009.

Joy Harjo was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma and is a member of the Mvskoke (Creek) Nation. Her seven books of

poetry include She Had Some Horses, The Woman Who Fell From the Sky, and How We Became Human, New and

Selected Poems. Her poetry has garnered many awards including a Lila Wallace-Reader’s Digest Award: the New

Mexico Governor’s Award for Excellence in the Arts, the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Native Writers

Circle of the Americas; and the William Carlos Williams Award from the Poetry Society of America.

She has released four award-winning CD’s of original music and performances: Letter from the End of the Twentieth

Century, Native Joy for Real, and She Had Some Horses. A song from her new CD, Winding Through the Milky

Way, just won a New Mexico Music Award. She has received the Eagle Spirit Achievement Award for overall

contributions in the arts, from the American Indian Film Festival and a US Artists Fellowship for 2009. She performs

internationally solo and with her band Joy Harjo and the Arrow Dynamics Band (for which she sings and plays

saxophone and flutes), and premiered a preview of her one-woman show, Wings of Night Sky, Wings of Morning

Light at the Public Theater in New York City and opened at the Wells Fargo Theater in Los Angeles March 2009.

She co-wrote the signature film of the National Museum of the American Indian, A Thousand Roads. Joy is a

founding board member of the Native Arts and Cultures Foundation. She writes a column “Comings and Goings” for

her tribal newspaper, the Muscogee Nation News. See, www.joyharjo.com.

Tracy Haught lives in Lawton, Oklahoma, with her husband, Deron, and their two children, Jackson and Emma.

She recently graduated from Cameron University with a major in English Literature and a minor in creative writing,

and is applying to MFA programs. Tracy won the Matt Haag fiction contest in 2007 for her short story “Beyond

Bonnie’s House,” and again in 2009 for her story “Where We Come From.” Tracy also won third place in the Leigh

Holmes creative nonfiction contest for her story "Passing on Her Faith". Her poetry, as well as a poetry review, has

appeared in The Oklahoma Review. Tracy has written two novels, both works of literary fiction, and is currently

working on a book of poetry.

Tara Hembrough is a PhD candidate at Oklahoma State University where she serves as an Editorial assistant for the

Cimarron Review. She holds an MFA from Texas State University, and an MA in English from Western Illinois

University. In addition to her academic and poetic presentations, she is the author of the novel Cold Sunshine. 

Arn Henderson, a native Oklahoman, has followed a career path of architecture, poetry and painting. He has taught

architecture at the University of Illinois, Universidad Privada de Santa Cruz de la Sierra in Bolivia  and the

University of Oklahoma. He is a Fellow in the American Institute of Architects and has research interests in Native

American shelter and the erosion of culture, historic preservation and vernacular architecture in the rural landscape

of the Southern Plains. His research experiences - along with his discovery in graduate school of the work of William

Carlos Williams - have, in part, influenced and informed his poetic and artistic ideals. He has authored two volumes

of poetry and his work has appeared in regional journals and anthologies. He has also exhibited paintings and

drawings in Illinois, Indiana, Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Colorado, Alabama, Oklahoma and London, England.

James Hoggard, a novelist, poet, essayist, playwright, and literary translator, is the author of nineteen books, most

recently Triangles of Light: The Edward Hopper Poems (San Antonio: Wings Press, 2009) and Ashes in Love

(Austin: Host Publications, 2009, translations of poems by Oscar Hahn (b. 1938, Chile). Named Poet Laureate of

Texas for 2000, he is a former two-term president of the Texas Institute of Letters and recipient of an NEA Creative

http://www.joyharjo.com.


Writing Fellowship. He has recently had work in Harvard Review, Mantis (Stanford ), Southwest Review, Arts &

Letters, The Dirty Goat, and numerous others. He teaches at Midwestern State University in Wichita Falls, TX,

where he is the Perkins-Prothro Distinguished Professor of English. Among his awards are the PEN Southwest

Poetry Award for 2007, The Lon Tinkle Award for Excellence Sustained Throughout a Career, the Stanley Walker

Journalism Award, and the Soeurette Diehl Fraser Award for literary translation, among others.

Maria Hooley’s poetry has been published in over eighty national magazines, including Kimera, Westview, and The

Green Hills Literary Lantern as well as three anthologies. She has several novels in print, including Sojourner, When

Angels Cry, and New Life Incorporated. In 1999, Rose Rock Press published her chapbook of poetry, A Different

Song. Many of her poems also appear at digitalverse.org. She has also sold many greeting card clips to various

companies including Blue Mountain Arts, Allport Editions, and Oatmeal Studios. 

 

LeAnne Howe is an enrolled citizen of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma. Her short fiction has appeared in Fiction

International, Callaloo, Story, Yalobusha Review, Kenyon Review, Cimarron Review, and elsewhere, and has been

translated in France, Italy, Germany, the Netherlands, and Denmark. She has held residencies at the MacDowell

Colony, Virginia Center for the Creative Arts, Ragdale Writers Residency, and the Atlantic Center for the Arts. Her

first novel, Shell Shaker (Aunt Lute Books, 2001), received an American Book Award in 2002 from the Before

Columbus Foundation. The French translation titled, Equinoxes Rouge, was the 2004 finalist for Prix Medici

Estranger, one of France's top literary awards. Evidence of Red (Salt Publishing, UK, 2005) won the Oklahoma Book

Award for poetry in 2006, and the Wordcraft Circle Award for 2005-2006. Howe’s second novel, Miko Kings: An

Indian Baseball Story (Aunt Lute Books, 2007), takes place in Ada, Indian Territory in 1907, and 2006. In 2007, she

appeared on Jon Stewart’s The Daily Show in a news segment about sports mascots titled, Trail of Cheers.  [She’s

afraid this might be the pinnacle of her career.]  She is a professor in the MFA program at the University of Illinois,

Urbana-Champaign, and makes her home both in Ada, Oklahoma and Illinois. She is at work on a new novel set in

the Middle East.

Hardy Jones’s fiction and nonfiction has appeared in over a dozen journals. His novel Every Bitter Thing is

forthcoming in May 2010 from Black Lawrence Press. Hardy is an Assistant Professor of English at Cameron

University.

Leah Kayajanian is a student for the Master's degree in English Creative Writing at the University of Oklahoma,

with plans to graduate in May of 2010.  She is the author of a novel, The Places We Choose to Hide, and is working

on a new novel as well. In addition, Leah performs as a stand-up comedian in the Oklahoma City area.

Dr. Abigail Keegan is a Professor of English and Women's Literature at Oklahoma City University. In addition to

essays on American and British writers and numerous poems, she has published two books of poetry, The Feast of

the Assumptions and Oklahoma Journey and a critical book, Byron's Othered Self and Voice: Contextualizing the

Homographic Signature. In 2007 she received a merit award from Byline Magazine's Silver Anniversary Poetry

chapbook competition. Currently she is finishing a collection of poems titled Depending on the Weather.

Jennifer Kidney has a B.A. with Highest Honors in English from Oberlin College and a master's and Ph.D. in

English from Yale University. She has more than twenty years of college-level teaching experience and has also

worked as a poet-in-the-schools for the Oklahoma Arts Council, a technical writer, and an arts administrator. Since

1988 she has been director of "Let's Talk About It, Oklahoma," for which she received a Special Project Award from

the Oklahoma Library Association in 2007. Currently, she is Director of Literature Programs (including "Let's Talk

About It, Oklahoma") for the Oklahoma Humanities Council. She is the author of five books of poetry; her most

recent book, Life List, was published in 2007. In 2004, she was one of twelve poets invited to read from her work at

the Sundown Poetry Series, which is part of the annual Spoleto Festival hosted by the City of Charleston, South

Carolina, and in 2006 and 2008, she was one of several poets nominated for Oklahoma Poet Laureate. 

Molly Lemmons, author of Kind of Heart, retired from Mustang Schools in 2004 to focus on writing and

storytelling. Molly has published many stories in periodicals as well as a column in newspapers in Oklahoma, Texas,

and Arkansas. She is a member of OWFI, OCWI, Oklahoma Presenters and Performers, Oklahoma Storytellers,

Territory Tellers, and Tejas Storytelling Conference.



Jillian Logan is a student in the Master’s program in English at the University of South Dakota.  As an

undergraduate at Northwest Nazarene University she was awarded the William Bennett Poetry Prize.

 J.C. Mahan, aka, “Johnnie Catfish” is an everyday poet, writing poems about everything. He has had several poems

published locally including entries in the Blood and Thunder journal. As an active street poet in the OKC area, he

has participated in many readings and has printed four chap books. His other artistic endeavors are painting, pottery,

and photography. He has recently started a publishing company, Funky Ranch Press. J C will be reading from his

newest book, Conversing Art and Love.

Philip MacKenzie earned a MFA in creative writing from Minnesota State University, Mankato, in 2006. His poetry

and fiction have appeared in Blue Earth Review and Minnesota River Review. He currently lives in Lawton,

Oklahoma, and teaches Composition at Cameron University.

George McCormick received an MFA at Cornell University in 2006. He has taught English and Creative Writing at

Cornell, Washington & Lee University, and now at Cameron University.  Most recently he has published short

stories in Hayden's Ferry Review, Willow Springs, and The Santa Monica Review. His chapbook, You Know Better

But I Knew Larry Hinjos was published by the Wisconsin Union Press in 2003.  

       

Jeanetta Mish is a native Oklahoman returned home after twenty years to grow good tomatoes; she also completed

her Ph.D. in American Literature at the University of Oklahoma. Her poetry collection, Work Is Love Made Visible,

was published by West End Press (in distribution partnership with the University of New Mexico Press) in March

2009. Jeanetta’s chapbook, Tongue Tied Woman, won the Edda Poetry Chapbook Competition for Women in 2002.

She has published poetry recently in LABOR: Studies in Working Class History of the Americas, Oklahoma Today,

Poetry Bay, and in “Walt’s Corner” of the The Long-Islander. Mish’s creative non-fiction essay, “This Oklahoma

We Call Home,” appeared in the Fall/Winter 2008 issue of Crosstimbers. She lives in Norman, Oklahoma, with her

husband, an engineering professor; they have a combined family of three sons, all between the ages of 17 and 19. For

more information, visit www.tonguetiedwoman.com.

    

Bryan Mitschell is an Oklahoman poet, musician and songwriter. His literary work has previously appeared in The

Lullwater Review, Mannequin Envy, Poetry Midwest, The Portland Review, The Roanoke Review, and several

others. Bryan's poetry was also featured along with an interview in a recent issue of Tiger's Eye: A Journal of Poetry.

He holds a Master's degree in Music Production from the University of Central Oklahoma and currently teaches

music technology there as well.

Dr. Phillip Carroll Morgan is the award-winning author of The Fork-in-the-Road Indian Poetry Store (Salt

Publishing, 2006), co-author of Reasoning Together: The Native Critics Collective (University of Oklahoma Press,

2008), and author of Chickasaw Renaissance (Chickasaw Press, 2010). The father of three children, he collaborates

professionally with Kate A. Morgan, his painter-sculptor wife of 30 years, and lives on his family's original allotment

farm in the northwestern region of the Chickasaw Nation. Phil currently works as staff writer for the Chickasaw Press

here in Ada.  He is a member of the Academy of American Poets. 

Melissa M orphew , a native of Tennessee, is an associate professor at Sam Houston State University. Her work has

appears in such journals as The Georgia Review, Shenandoah, Prairie Schooner, Alaska Quarterly Review and

Parnassus: Poetry in Review. She is the recipient of an Individual Artist’s Grant in Poetry from the Tennessee Arts

Commission, winner of the Randall Jarrell International Poetry Prize, and winner of the W.B. Yeats Society Award

in Poetry. She has been four times nominated for the Pushcart Prize. Her poetry collections include Hunger and

Heat: The Missionary Letters and The Garden Where All Loves End, and Fathom.

John Graves Morris is returning for his fifth Scissortail Writers Festival. He is the author of the full-length

collection Noise and Stories, published by Plain View Press in 2008, and a chapbook Learning to Love the Music,

published by Rose Rock Press in 1999. His poems have appeared in such journals as The Chariton Review, Concho

River Review, Westview, and Blood and Thunder.  Recent work appears in Jelly Bucket and the Flint Hills Literary

Lantern. He is completing his twenty-second year at Cameron University at which he serves as Professor of English.



Marcia Preston is the author of six novels. Her first two books were mysteries set in Southeastern Oklahoma. Song

of the Bones won the Mary Higgins Clark Award for suspense fiction, as well as an Oklahoma Book Award. Her

recent novels are mainstream fiction, one of them set largely in East and West Berlin during the Cold War years.

Another title, The Butterfly House, became a bestseller in Great Britain. Before writing novels full time, Marcia

edited two national magazines, was an active freelancer for dozens of publications, and taught English and creative

writing at the high school level. She is immediate past president of the 600-member Oklahoma Writers Federation,

and two-time winner of their annual Best Book of Fiction award. For twenty years, she edited and published ByLine,

a monthly trade magazine for aspiring writers.

Elizabeth Raby’s poetry collections include Ink on Snow and The Year the Pears Bloomed Twice (by Virtual Artists

Collective). Her poem, “Bride-to-Be,”was selected as the winning poem for Angelo State University’s 2010 Kelton

Poetry Contest. Elizabeth was a poet-in-the-school in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and for the Geraldine R. Dodge

Foundation and taught poetry at Muhlenberg College in Allentown, PA. She is a Fellow of the Virginia Center of the

Arts. Previous publications include three chapbooks and poems in publications such as The Texas Poetry Calendar

in both 2009 and 2010, Sin Fronteras, Santa Fe Literary Review, U.S. 1 Worksheets, and Journal of New Jersey

Poets. She holds a B.A. from Vassar College and an M.A. in English (Creative Writing) from Temple University. 

Marcella Remund has both a BA and MA in Literature, with an emphasis is Creative Writing/Poetry, from the

University of South Dakota. She teaches undergraduate English classes at USD, where she is also the faculty advisor

for the University's student literary organization, the Vermillion Literary Project. She has been writing poems since

age eight, when she wrote a eulogy for JFK. Marcella has self-published a chapbook of poems, Small Religions

(Three Graces Press 2006) and a full-length collection, Finger Bones & Other Relics (Three Graces Press 2008). Her

poem "Saint Joan of Arc (Maid of Fire)" was runner up for the 2009 Salem College Rite Dove Poetry award judged

by Molly Peacock.

Greg Rodgers is a member of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, a writer, storyteller, workshop presenter, and oral

historian who has performed in many universities and settings such as the Smithsonian Institute’s National Museum

of the American Indian. He completed a degree in Native American Studies at the University of Oklahoma. Greg’s

short story, Harriet's Burden, is included in the 2006 Nov/Dec special Native American issue of Storytelling

Magazine, and his book, Ghost of Mingo Creek was published in 2008 by Forty-Sixth Star Press.

Steven Schroeder received his Ph.D. in Ethics and Society from the University of Chicago in 1982. He is the

co-founder, with composer Clarice Assad, of the Virtual Artists Collective (a "virtual" gathering of musicians, poets,

and visual artists), which has published five full-length poetry collections each year since it began in 2004. His work

has appeared or is forthcoming in After Hours,  AmarilloBay, Cha: An Asian Literary Journal, Concho River

Review, the Christian Science Monitor, the Cresset, Druskininkai Poetic Fall 2005, Georgetown Review, the

Journal of the American Medical Association, Karamu, Macao Closer, Mid-America Poetry Review, Poetry East,

Poetry Macao, Rambunctious Review, Rhino, Shichao, Sichuan Literature, Texas Review, TriQuarterly and other

literary journals. He has published two chapbooks, Theory of Cats and Revolutionary Patience, and four full-length

collections, Fallen Prose, The Imperfection of the Eye, Six Stops South, and (most recently) A Dim Sum of the Day

Before. His most recent book in philosophy and religious studies is On Not Founding Rome: The Virtue of

Hesitation. He teaches at the University of Chicago in the Basic Program of Liberal Education for Adults and at

Shenzhen University (China).

Carl Sennhenn, retired English and Humanities professor at Rose State College, was appointed Poet Laureate in

2001 by former Governor Frank Keating. During his two-year-tenure as poet laureate,  he worked with high school

students across the state in their creative writing classes and gave poetry readings in and out of state. He is the author

of two poetry chapbooks, and his book Travels Through Enchanted Woods was awarded the 2006 Oklahoma Book

Award in poetry. His current plans are to teach creative writing workshops for senior citizens as part of the

Continuing Education program at Rose. 

Sandra Soli was born in England and spent many years in radio broadcasting and regional theater before completing

an honors M.A. in creative studies. She traveled in Oklahoma’s artist-in-residence program for a decade and served

nine years as columnist and poetry editor for ByLine Magazine. Her second chapbook, What Trees Know, received

the 2008 Oklahoma Book Award. Her articles and poetry are published widely; and her work has been featured on

NPR and nominated twice for a Pushcart Prize. In addition to her own work, she is dedicated to mentoring other



writers throughout the region. Her favorite writing quotation is from Barbara Kingsolver: "There is no perfect time to

write. There is only now.”  

Jim Spurr is married to Aline  Smith, Sr. Vice President, Operations  Manager at Arvest Bank. He is retired after 47

years as an insurance adjustor and owner of Spurr Claim Service.  He has an undergraduate degree from Oklahoma

Baptist University. He is a nationally published poet, and his book of poems  Open mike / Thursday Night was a

finalist in the 2008 Oklahoma Book Awards. His book It's Cool at 2AM   won 2nd place by " Palettes and Quills"

contest in Ithaca, NY. Jim is an honorably discharged veteran having served in the mid fifties in the  82  Airborne.nd

Jim & Aline have lived their entire lives in Shawnee, OK where he hosts a popular, monthly poetry reading.

Dr. Constance Squires is the director of the M.F.A. program at the University of Central Oklahoma.  Her short

fiction has been published in the Atlantic Monthly, Identity Theory, Dublin Quarterly, Ginko Tree Review, Arkansas

Review, Eclectica, and the New Delta Review, among other venues. She has won the Bob Shacochis Fiction Award,

the Matt Clark Fiction Award, and the Briar Cliff Short Story award, and she has been nominated three times for a

Pushcart Prize.  Her first novel, Along the Watchtower, is forthcoming from Riverhead next year.

Donald Stinson started writing poems around late 1985 and published his first poem in a small literary magazine at

Northeastern State University in 1987. Last May, he embarked on his newest writing project, a blog called The

One-Year Poetry Project. The best of these daily poems will be collected in volume entitled Sparkling All the Way

Down. Don holds a B.A. in English and an M.A. in Communication Arts from Northeastern State University in

Tahlequah and a Ph.D. in English (concentrations in Practical Poetics and Contemporary Literature in English) from

Oklahoma State University.  

Jane Taylor has a Master’s in Creative Writing from University of Central Oklahoma, a Master of Library Science

and a BA in Women’s Studies from O.U. She lives in Oklahoma City. She is a Virginia Center for Creative Arts

Fellow. Journal publications include Red Cedar Review, Whetstone, Enigmatist, Red Plains Review, Calyx,

Crosstimbers, Flyway, Third Wednesday, Rhino, et al. Recent publications posted at janevincenttaylor.blogspot.com.

Larry D. Thomas, 2008 Texas Poet Laureate and member of the Texas Institute of Letters, retired from his

management position in the adult criminal justice system in 1998. Among the awards and prizes which he has

received for his poetry are two Texas Review Poetry Prizes (2004 and 2001), the 2004 Violet Crown Award, 2003

Western Heritage Award, three Pushcart Prize nominations, a Poets' Prize nomination (West Chester University),

and four Spur Award finalist citations. His latest collection of poems is The Skin of Light. Larry resides in Houston,

Texas, with his wife, Dr. Lisa Thomas.  

Tim Tingle is an enrolled member of the Choctaw Nation, native flute player, a highly sought-after speaker and

storyteller, and award-winning author of Native American fiction and folklore. His Walking the Choctaw road was

Storytelling World Magazine’s Best Anthology for 2003. The Oklahoma Reads Oklahoma program selected Walking

the Choctaw Road as Book of the Year for 2005, as did Alaska Reads!, marking the first time of the one-book-

one-state movement that a single book has been selected by two states in the same year. Other works by Tim include

When Turtles Grew Feathers, Spirits Dark and Light, Crossing Bok Chitto and Texas Ghost Stories: Fifty Favorites

for the Telling.

Hugh Tribbey is the author of four collections of poetry: Finish Your Sentence, Juvjula Detours, Asteroid, and

Waitinale Glasses. Hugh has performed his poetry at the Austin International Poetry Festival, AWP Innovailers and

Outsliders: Experimental Writers from Across the Country, the Woody Guthrie Festival, and the & Now Festival of

Innovative Literature and Art, and he was a featured author with Gino Frangello and Jesse Seldess at William

Allegrezza's Series A Reading in the Hyde Park Art Center in Chicago. Hugh's poem "Reckoning" received

honorable mention for the Academy of American Poets Prize, and the poem "Greyface" was nominated for the

Associated Writing Programs Intro Journals Project. He is currently the Area Chair in Experimental Writing and

Aesthetics for the Southwest/Texas Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association. He holds a Ph.D. in

Poetics and Contemporary Literature from Oklahoma State University and teaches literature and creative writing at

East Central University.

Alvin Turner holds the Ph. D in history from Oklahoma State University and is emeritus dean of social sciences and

humanities and professor of history at East Central University. His latest history book is L.W. Mark A Baptist



Progressive in Oklahoma. He has written five other histories, eight chapters in different books and more than forty

articles and encyclopedia entries dealing with aspects of regional and state history. Dr. Turner served as contributing

editor for four different versions of The Rainbow Study Bible, and published fiction, poetry and book reviews in

varied journals plus two chapbooks. His books include: First Family: A Centennial History of the First Baptist

Church of Oklahoma, City, which he co-authored with Bob Blackburn, and Letters From the Dust Bowl, a finalist for

the non -fiction award from the Oklahoma Center for the Book and for the Oklahoma Reads Oklahoma initiative. His

latest poetry collection is Hanging Men.

Ron Wallace, born in Durant, Oklahoma, reads his award-winning poetry at various functions across the region,

including the Woody Guthrie Festival and the Memphis Book Festival. His 2008 collection is titled I Come from

Cowboys ... and Indians (I come from Oklahoma). His book, Native Son, was a finalist for the 2007 Oklahoma Book

Award.

Sarah Webb is a retired English professor from the University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma. She serves as

poetry editor for Crosstimbers, and is co-editor for Just This, a zen arts magazine from the Austin Zen Center. She

performs poetry chorally in Quartet, a poetry performance troupe (with Carol Hamilton, Carl Sennhenn, and Dena

Madole). Sarah’s essays and poetry have been published in Zen Bow, Zen Gong, and Just This; in Oklahoma, The

Oklahoma English Journal, Sugar Creek, and Westview; in Passager, The Magazine of Speculative Poetry, and The

Appalachee Quarterly, as well as other journals and anthologies. 

Jim Wilson has an MFA in Creative Writing (Nonfiction, 2007) from Spalding University in Louisville, Kentucky.

He maintains "dual citizenship," living in Ada, Oklahoma in the summers and Urbana, Illinois during the school year

where he's an archaeologist at the University of Illinois. For the last ten years Jim has written numerous

archaeological reports about his project work throughout much of the Midwest, Mid Atlantic, and Southeast of the

United States. His memoir-in-progress is titled The Journeyman, and is about becoming an archaeologist in 1980s,

Civil War Lebanon. Since 2008, Jim has taught creative writing in Ada for the Chickasaw Nation's Summer Arts

Academy. In 2009 he initiated Going Forward/Looking Back, a community archaeology and creative writing project

at the Daggs' Prairie site, an early homestead in Ada. 

John Yozzo: In his 23rd year of teaching here at ECU, John is finding his way around campus at last, and is happy

to return to Scissortail. John is an occasional poet (occasional scholar, occasional deep-thinker), a native of Ponca

City, Oklahoma and the spawn of the infamous University of Tulsa Program in Modern Letters.  To paraphrase Seals

and Crofts (a 70s folk duo): ‘he may never pass this way again’ (but then he might).”
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