|

e L.

a-...“ "UCM Asks Campus to igin.
>z’ Orphans withSandwichies

theJOURNAL

The Student Voice of East Central University

VOL. 61, No. 17 February 16,2012 www.ecujournal.com

Flying High i
Local Boutique Lets Students Shme

Ada business Roots &
Wings provides a venue
for many local artisans
- some of them ECU
students - to sell their
work and develop their
creative efforts. Now
owner Charla Smith is
looking for more.
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THURSDAY

- Women's Basketball
5:30 p.m., Kerr Center
-Religion/Atheists Debate,
7 pam., Estep

- Cabaret, 7:30 p.m.,
Ataloa Theatre, HBFFAC
- Men’s Basketball, 7:30
p.m., Kerr Center
FRIDAY

- French Film Festival, 4
p.m., Estep, UC

- Cabaret, 7:30 p.m.,
Ataloa Theatre, HBFFAC

SATURDAY
-Women's Basketball, 2
p.m., Kerr Center

- Men’s Basketball, 4
p.m., Kerr Center

- Cabaret, 7:30 p.m.,
Ataloa Theatre, HBFFAC

MONDAY

- Women's Basketball
5:30 p.m., Kerr Center

- Men's Basketball, 7:30
p.m., Kerr Center

TUESDAY

- Baseball, 2 p.m.,
Baseball Field

- Composers Concert,
T:30 p.m., Ataloa Theatre

WEDNESDAY

- Tiger Connection, 9 a.m.,
HBFFAC

THIS WEEK AT ECU

WEEKLY FORECAST

THURSDAY - SUNDAY
_Average Hi |60°F
Average Lo 40F
Mostly cloudy Thursday, sunny Friday,
partly cloudy Saturday and sunny on
Sunday.

PRICES AT THE PUMP

$3.25

National Guard Program

Flourishes at ECU

Other Schools
Want to Model
After Campus
Gold

BY STEPHEN DECKER
Staff Writer

While the East Central Uni-
versity Gold Program is still
a fairly new thing on campus,
other schools are already look-
ing to model what ECU has be-
un.

The ECU Gold Program
was founded in 2006 and had
its first recruiting class in
2007. The program serves as
an officer commissioning pro-
gram much like the Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps.

“The GOLD Program has
changed my life both in the
military and being a civilian, ©
Joni Walker, Ada senior, said.
“GOLD has led me to develop
my leadership skills and be-
come more involved in the
community.

The main difference be-
tween ECU Gold and ROTC is
ECU Gold works specifically
to commission officers for the
National Guard.

The program is the first of
its kind in the nation, but other
schools have started their own
versions of it.  Southwestern
Oklahoma State University
and Northwestern Oklahoma
State University began their

CONTACT US

plaque for their donations of food to the program.

own Gold Programs in 2009.

Most recently, the Mis-
souri National Guard visited
the campus to get assistance in
starting Gold Programs on the
campuses of Missouri South-
ern State University in Joplin
and Southeast Missouri State
University in Cape Girardeau.

Twenty-six ECU students
are currently involved in the
program and receive many
benefits from it, according to
Kevin Roland, military science
instructor.

“We have a tuition waiver
for up to 18 hours,” Roland
said. “They qualify for a fed-
eral tuition assistance which
pays for fees. Some of them
can qualify for a housing waiv-

“It makes me want to be that
officer who leads by example and
makes a difference, whether it be
on just one person or many.”
-Joni Walker

PHOTO/KRISTYN SMITH
Lending a Hand: Jami Ward (left) with Fairmount Minerals presents a check to Joni Walker of the ECU Gold
program. Also shown are Humberto Campos and Roy Guiterrez from Sante Fe Steakhouse, who received a

.

er.

In addition to having almost
all costs of school paid for,
students in the program get a
total monthly compensation
of $753 from various sources
such as the GI Bill and weekly
drills the students perform on
campus.

Overall, ECU Gold is a
leadership program. Whereas
most ECU students must have
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at least one service learning
class, those in the Gold Pro-
gram have roughly three years
of service learning.

“They do three projects
per semester,” Roland said.
“Their freshman year they are
just kind of like worker bees,
their sophomore year they get
to help coordinate parts of the
projects and their junior year
they actually run the projects.”
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