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3.11 UNDERGRADUATE TRANSFER AND ARTICULATION OF COURSES 

 Purpose 

This policy facilitates the transfer of students between and among community 
colleges, career technology centers, and universities to ensure maximum transfer 
of credit hours and course work for students, and improve degree completion. 

 Transfer of Courses Within the State System from Degree-granting Institutions 

State System institutions may determine course equivalencies through various 
methods, including articulation agreements, institutional evaluation of individual 
courses, credit for prior learning as defined in the State Regents’ Credit for Prior 
Learning policy, as well as through the Course Equivalency Project. The following 
guidelines for transfer of students among institutions have been adopted for the 
State System. 

A. If a student has completed general education courses at a baccalaureate 
degree-recommending institution within the State System, the receiving 
baccalaureate institution will recognize general education credit for all 
courses in which a reasonable equivalency of discipline or course content 
exists with courses specified as part of general education at the receiving 
institution, provided there is an appropriate correspondence of disciplinary 
study. 

B. Programs with additional licensure or separate accreditation standards 
may require transfer students to take additional general education courses 
to meet those requirements.  

C. It is the responsibility of the transferring institution to provide adequate 
advising to enable a student to complete during the freshman and 
sophomore years those lower-division courses that are published 
prerequisites to pursuit of junior level courses of his or her chosen major. 

D. The baccalaureate degree in all Oklahoma senior-level institutions shall be 
awarded in recognition of lower-division (freshman and sophomore) 
combined with upper-division (junior and senior) work. If a student has 
completed an AA or AS degree, the lower-division general education 
requirement of the baccalaureate degree shall be the responsibility of the 
institution awarding the associate degree, provided the general education 
requirements specified herein are met. If, for any reason, a student has not 
completed an associate degree program prior to his or her transfer to 
another institution, the general education requirements shall become the 
responsibility of the receiving institutions. However, the receiving 
institution will recognize general education credit for all transfer courses 
in which a reasonable equivalency of discipline or course content exists 
with courses specified as part of general education at the receiving 
institution, provided there is an appropriate correspondence between the 
associate degree and the baccalaureate degree being sought. 

E. Lower-division programs in all state institutions enrolling freshmen and 
sophomores may offer introductory courses which permit the student to 
explore the principal professional specializations that can be pursued at 
the baccalaureate level. These introductory courses shall be adequate in 
content to be fully counted toward the baccalaureate degree for students 
continuing in the professional field of specialization. The determination of 
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the major course requirements for a baccalaureate degree, including 
courses in the major taken in the lower division, shall be the responsibility 
of the institution awarding the degree. However, courses classified as 
upper-division generally taken by sophomores at senior institutions, even 
though taught at a community college as lower-division courses, should 
be transferable as satisfying that part of the student’s requirement in the 
content area. 

F. Courses offered at the freshman or sophomore (1000 or 2000) level at 
baccalaureate degree-recommending institutions may be offered at a 
community college provided the courses are included in the community 
college’s approved instructional program. 

G. Other associate degrees and certificates may be awarded by institutions for 
programs which have requirements different from the aforementioned 
degrees, or a primary objective other than transfer. Acceptance of course 
credits for transfer from degree or certificate programs will be evaluated 
by the receiving institution on the basis of applicability of the courses to 
the baccalaureate program in the major field of the student. Each receiving 
institution is encouraged to develop admission policies that will consider 
all factors indicating the possibility of success for these students in upper 
division coursework. 

H. Each baccalaureate degree granting institution shall list and update the 
requirements for each program leading to the baccalaureate degree and 
shall publicize those requirements for use by all other institutions in the 
State System. Each baccalaureate degree-recommending institution shall 
include in its official publications (whether print or electronic) information 
stating all lower-division prerequisite requirements for each upper-
division course. All requirements for admission to a university, college, or 
program should be set forth with precision and clarity. The degree 
requirements in effect at the time of the student’s initial full-time 
enrollment in any State System college or university shall govern lower-
division prerequisites, provided the student has had continuous enrollment 
in the State System as defined in the official college or university 
publications. 

I. Institutions are encouraged to publish, distribute, and keep current transfer 
guides. The transfer guides should include institutional procedures for the 
evaluation of course equivalency and a description of the appeals process. 
A systemwide  is maintained online and updated annually by the State 
Regents. 

J. Credit for prior learning, once recorded at a State System institution, is 
transferable on the same basis as if the credit had been earned through 
regular study at the awarding institution. See the State Regents’ Credit for 
Prior Learning policy.  

K.  Courses listed under the same Common Course category on the Course 
Equivalency Project Matrix shall be accepted by all institutions listed in 
that category as equivalent for the academic year during which those 
institutions’ courses are listed. By participating in the same process as 
State System institutions, independent HLC accredited degree-granting 
institutions based in Oklahoma may list courses on the Course 
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Equivalency Project Matrix. 

1. The Course Equivalency Project Matrix is updated each academic 
year.  

2. In Common Course categories where faculty members in the 
discipline have established student learning outcomes, a course must 
contain all of the specified outcomes, as a minimum, in order to be 
included in the category. 

3. Courses listed on the Course Equivalency Project Matrix satisfy 
content requirements for all courses listed within the same Common 
Course category; however, all degree requirements listed in the State 
Regents’ Undergraduate Degree Requirements policy must be met 
before the degree may be awarded. 

 Transfer of Courses from Non-State System, Degree-granting Institutions 

Undergraduate students wishing to transfer from non-State System institutions to 
an institution in the State System may do so by meeting the entrance requirements 
of the receiving institution as outlined in the State Regents’ Institutional Admission 
and Retention policy; and also meet the following:  

A. Transcripts of record from colleges and universities accredited by the HLC 
will be given full value. 

1. Each undergraduate applicant must be in good standing in the 
institution from which the applicant plans to transfer. 

2. Each undergraduate applicant must have made satisfactory progress 
(an average grade of “C” or better or meet this policy’s current 
retention standards, whichever is higher) at the institution from which 
the applicant plans to transfer. 

B. Transcripts of record from degree-granting institutions accredited by 
organizations other than the HLC and recognized by the U.S. Department 
of Education for the purpose of accrediting institutions of higher education 
are subject to review according to published policies and procedures 
developed by the institution and may transfer on a course-by-course basis. 

1. Each applicant must meet the conditions of A.1 and A.2. above. 

C. Transcripts of record from degree-granting institutions not accredited by 
organizations recognized by the U.S. Department of Education for the 
purpose of accrediting institutions of higher education may be accepted in 
transfer when appropriate to the student’s degree program and when the 
receiving institution has had an opportunity to validate the courses or 
programs. 

1. Each undergraduate applicant must meet the conditions of A.1 and 
A.2 above. 

2. Each undergraduate applicant who meets A.1 and A.2 above will also 
be required to validate the transferred credit by successful completion 
(an average of “C” or better) of 12 or more semester credit hours at 
the awarding institution. 

D. Non-native Speakers of English 
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Transfer students who are non-native speakers of English must: 

1. Meet the same transfer admission standards as outlined in 3.11.3 
subsection A or B, dependent upon their educational background: or  

2. Have attended a college or university where English is the primary 
teaching language in a country where English is a primary language 
and is recognized by professional organizations in the U.S. involved 
in admissions and international education for a minimum of 24 
semester credit hours with passing grades, and also meet other transfer 
requirements. 

Student with less than 24 hours from a college or university where English 
is the primary teaching language in a country where English is a primary 
language and is recognized by professional organizations in the U.S. 
involved in admissions and international education must meet the 
language requirements for first-time undergraduate students as defined in 
State Regents policy 3.5. 

 Transfer of Courses from Oklahoma Technology Centers Through the Statewide 
Articulation Agreement 

State System institutions may accept transfer credit from Oklahoma technology 
centers using a Cooperative Agreement, as defined in State Regent policy 3.6. 

  




