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ECU is one of two higher learning 
institutions nationally to receive 
unique dual accreditation

NORMAN — Oklahomans are 
accustomed to rapid weather changes 
but this spring, the public is invited to 
experience tornadoes, thunderstorms, 
blizzards and wildfires — all in one 
place.

 Two years ago, the National Weather 
Center and the Fred Jones Jr. Museum 
of Art at the University of Oklahoma 
collaborated with the Norman Arts 
Council to present the first National 
Weather Center Biennale, which 
showcases artwork with weather as 
its central theme. A new international 
exhibition will open at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
April 19, in the National Weather 
Center atrium. The exhibition is open 
to the public, and admission is com-
plimentary with a valid ID.

 “Artists reveal the essence of the 
object,” said Berrien Moore, direc-
tor of the National Weather Center. 
“Cézanne and his apples or his 
Mont Sainte-Victoire—when we 
have viewed his pictures, we then 
see freshly the world and ourselves. 
So it is with the artistic works in 
this exhibit. Our familiar experiences 
with weather are refreshed, and new 
insights and emotions become part of 
us and extend our vision. The artist 

opens a window on our world, and our 
horizons deepen.”

 Eighty-eight works by artists from 
around the world will be on display 
at this year’s biennale, which runs 
through June 14. Entries are catego-
rized into three mediums: painting, 
photography and works on paper. The 
selected winners in each category will 
receive cash prizes to be announced at 
the public opening April 19. 

The exhibition will be open from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through 
Thursday; 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday; 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday; and 
noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Visitors are 
asked to provide a photo ID for entry.

Completed in 2006, the 
244,000-square-foot National 
Weather Center is the anchor of a 
research community that includes the 
nation’s largest academic meteorol-
ogy program; five National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
research, operations and support orga-
nizations; and more than a half dozen 
private weather and weather technol-
ogy-related companies — all located 
within a few hundred yards of each 
other on the OU Research Campus in 
Norman, Oklahoma. 
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March 31, 2015, closings Price Chng.
Dow Jones Ind. Avg. 17,776.12 - 200.19
NASDAQ   4,900.88 - 46.56

AAPL Apple Inc. 124.43 - 1.94
ABT Abbott Labs 46.34 - 0.74
T AT&T 32.66 - 0.31
AIG Amer Intl Group 54.79 + 0.11
ADP Automatic Data 85.64 - 0.25
AMAT Applied Matl 22.56 - 0.21
BA Boeing Co.  150.14 - 2.56
BP BP PLC ADR 39.13 - 0.71
C Citigroup 51.54 - 0.10
CLX Clorox Co. 110.40 - 0.36
KO Coca Cola Co.  40.55 + 0.04
DD Du Pont Co. 71.46 - 1.12
DRE Duke Realty 21.77 - 0.34
XOM Exxon Mobil 84.94 - 0.69
F Ford Motor Co. 16.15 - 0.01

GOOG Google 548.00 - 4.03
HAL Halliburton Co. 43.89 + 0.07
HD Home Depot Inc. 113.62 - 1.01
INTC Intel Corp. 31.27 - 0.19
JNJ Johnson & Johnson 100.60 - 0.95
JCI Johnson Controls 50.46 + 0.62
KKD Krispy Kreme 20.00 - 0.24
LOW Lowes Companies 74.37 - 0.43
MDU MDU Resources 21.33 - 0.25
MRK Merck & Co. 57.50 - 0.84
MSFT Microsoft CP 40.66 - 0.31
NOK Nokia Corp. 7.58 - 0.15
OGE OGE Energy 31.62 - 0.23
ORCL Oracle Corp. 43.16 - 0.28
PEP Pepsico Inc. 95.63 - 0.89
PFE Pfizer Inc. 34.80 - 0.19
RDS A Royal Dutch SH A 59.66 - 1.27
SBUX Starbucks Corp. 94.70 - 1.28 
SO Southern 44.28 - 0.05

SONC Sonic Corp. 31.70 - 0.59
SPLS Staples Inc. 16.28 - 0.42
LUV SW Airlines 44.30 - 0.28
SYKE Sykes Enterprise 24.85 0
TSN Tyson Foods 38.30 - 0.20
TXN Texas Instruments 57.18 - 0.81
UTX United Tech CP 117.35 - 1.48
VFC VF Corp. 75.30 + 0.17
VOD Vodafone Group 32.68 - 0.54
WBA Walgreens 84.68 - 1.31
DIS Walt Disney Co. 104.93 - 1.19
WFC Wells Fargo & Co. 54.46 - 0.31
WMT Wal-Mart Stores 62.25 - 0.28

  Source: Reuters
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Woodmen of the World recently donated an American flag to Homer 
Elementary. Pictured from left are Mike Wood, Homer Elementary counselor; 
Homer fifth-grade students Christopher Rogers and Seth Oliver; and Loretta 
Abney, Woodmen of the World field representative.

ADA – East Central University has 
become one of only two institutions 
of higher learning in the country to 
receive dual accreditation under the 
recent affiliation agreement between 
the Council for Accreditation and 
Related Educational Programs 
(CACREP) and the Council of 
Rehabilitation Education (CORE).

College students now have the 
opportunity to achieve national 
certification through ECU’s Clinical 
Rehabilitation and Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling Program (M.S. 
degree).

“The joint accreditation is a sig-
nificant accomplishment that greatly 
enhances our graduates. This pro-
gram, with dual accreditation, is 
unique in Oklahoma and one of 
only a few nationwide,” said Dr. Jim 
Burke, professor and chair of ECU’s 
Human Resources Department. “Not 
only will the students, completing 
this program, qualify for certification 
and a license, they will be eligible 
to provide clinical services to mili-
tary veterans and employees of the 
Department of Defense.”

The program, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Linda Massey, has been 
converted to one that holds joint 
accreditation by CACREP and CORE, 
under the respective Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling and Clinical 
Rehabilitation Counseling standards.

“I’m excited this program has been 
recognized. The marketability of 
our students will be enhanced with 
this dual accreditation,” said Massey. 
“Our students have the opportuni-
ty to receive national certification 
through the CRCC (Commission on 
Certified Rehabilitation Counseling) 
as well as be a licensed professional 
counselor in the state of Oklahoma. 

This CACREP accreditation assures 
portability of program curriculum 
from state to state.”

Through holding dual accredita-
tion, program graduates, including 
those who graduated within the aca-
demic year prior to the decision date 
and who completed the curricular 
and clinical requirement included in 
the review, will be eligible for hir-
ing in key federal programs, includ-
ing the U.S. Department of Veteran 
Affairs and TRICARE, which have stip-
ulated graduation from an accred-
ited CACREP program as an employ-
ment criterion.

“Through this, highly-qualified stu-
dents are knowledgeable in both 
mental health issues and knowl-
edgeable about helping veterans 
and other individuals adjust to 
their acquired disabilities,” Massey 
said. “We started as a small cohort 
group and it has grown close to 70 
(students). Our chair, Dr. Burke, Dr. 
Anderson and Dr. Adrianna Lancaster 
have all been supportive and helpful 
through this process. Without the 
help of the CRCMHC faculty and the 
technical support of Meredith Jones 
and Angela Price, this accomplish-
ment would not have been achieved.”

Burke is a professor and a Col. Tom 
A. Thomas endowed chair of human 
resources. Anderson is provost and 
vice president for academic affairs 
and Lancaster is dean of the school 
of graduate studies, distance educa-
tion and Linscheid Library.

“The counseling faculty with the 
leadership of Dr. Linda Massey and 
Angela Price are to be commended 
for their tireless efforts under strin-
gent timelines. We are fortunate to 
have dedicated faculty in our depart-
ment,” Burke said.

National Weather Center Biennale 
to showcase weather artwork

   NORMAN (AP) — The 
University of Oklahoma 
has hired a former state 
legislator for a newly cre-
ated vice president posi-
tion to oversee diversity 
programs at the universi-
ty, including admissions.
 OU President David 
Boren announced on 

Tuesday the hiring of 
former state Sen. Jabar 
Shumate of Tulsa. 
Shumate resigned from 
the state Senate before 
the start of the current 
legislative session, and 
his Senate seat remains 
vacant.
 Boren announced the 

creation of the new posi-
tion in the wake of a 
video that surfaced show-
ing members of an OU 
fraternity engaging in a 
racist chant that refer-
enced lynching and used 
a racial slur to say that 
black students would 
never become members.

Former senator hired for OU job


