
 

Oklahoma Board of Nursing Requirements for Licensure in Oklahoma 
 

 
Age: The applicant for licensure must be a minimum of eighteen (18) years of age. 

 

Verification of citizenship status: State law requires the Board of Nursing to issue a 
license only to U.S. citizens, nationals and legal permanent resident aliens; and to 
qualified alien applicants who present, in person, valid documentary evidence of: 

 

1. A valid, unexpired immigrant or nonimmigrant visa status for admission into the 
U.S.; 

2. A pending or approved application for asylum in the U.S.; 
3. Admission into the U.S. in refugee status; 
4. A pending or approved application for temporary protected status in the U.S.; 
5. Approved deferred action status; or 
6. A pending application for adjustment of status to legal permanent residence 

status or conditional resident status. 
 

Applicants in the above six categories will only be eligible to receive a license card that 
is valid for the time period of their authorized stay in the U.S., or if there is no date of 
end to the time period of their authorized stay, for one year. The license card is required 
to indicate that it is temporary. The information will be verified through the Systematic 
Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) Program, operated by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security. 
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Graduation from a government-approved program of registered or practical 
nursing: You must be a graduate of a government-approved program of registered or 
practical nursing. An official transcript from the nursing education program must be 
submitted directly from the nursing education program. The nursing education 
program you attended must have included theory and clinical experience in the 
following areas: 

 
 Care of the adult 

 Care of children 

 Maternal-newborn nursing 

 Psychiatric-mental health nursing (Exception: psychiatric clinical experience is 
not required for practical nurses applicants) 

 
Completion of the licensure examination: Once all other requirements for licensure 
have been met, you will be made eligible to take the NCLEX-RN or NCLEX-PN 
licensure examination. In order to be made eligible, you must have registered with the 
testing service (www.vue.com/nclex). 

 
Verification of high school completion: Applicants for LPN licensure must either 
have earned a high school diploma or a General Education Development (GED) 
certificate. 

 
Review of criminal history: Effective January 1, 2013, state law (59 O.S. 567.18.B.) 
requires each applicant for licensure to have a fingerprint-based background check 
completed not more than ninety (90) days old at the time of submission of the 
application for licensure. The background check consists of fingerprint-based searches 
of the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation (OSBI) and Federal Bureau of 
investigation (FBI) Criminal History Record Information databases and name index 
searches of computerized databases containing criminal history records. Please see the 
“Instructions” section for further information on obtaining a fingerprint-based background 
check. 

http://www.vue.com/nclex)


 
In addition to the background check, applicants for licensure who have ever been 
summoned, arrested, taken into custody, indicted, convicted or tried for, or charged 
with, or pleaded guilty to, the violation of any law or ordinance or the commission of any 
misdemeanor or felony, or requested to appear before any prosecuting attorney or 
investigative agency in any matter; or have ever had disciplinary action taken against a 
nursing license, certification or registration, any professional or occupational license, 
registration, or certification and/or any application for a nursing or professional or 
occupational license, registration, or certification or if there is currently any investigation 
of your nursing license, registration, or certification; and/or any professional or 
occupational license, registration, or certification; and/or any application for a nursing 
and/or professional or occupational license, registration, or certification in any state, 
territory or country, or have ever been judicially declared incompetent are required to 
notify the Oklahoma Board of Nursing in writing. 
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A “report in writing” means that the applicant/licensee provided a signed and dated 
description stating in his/her own words the date, location, and circumstances of the 
incident, and if applicable, the resulting action taken by the court, agency, or disciplinary 
board. The report may be in the form of a letter or a statement in the provided space on 
the application. The report must be accompanied by certified court records or a board 
order. A verbal report does not constitute a “report in writing”. A written report not 
accompanied by a full set of certified court records or the board order(s) does not 
constitute a “report in writing”. Failure to report such action is a violation of the 
Oklahoma Nursing Practice Act. 

 
An applicant for a license to practice as a Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical Nurse 
must submit to the Oklahoma Board of Nursing “certified written evidence that the 
applicant has never been convicted in this state, the United States or another state of 
any felony, unless five (5) years have elapsed since the date of the criminal conviction 
or the termination of any probation or other requirements imposed on the applicant by 
the sentencing court, whichever shall last occur, or a presidential or gubernatorial 
pardon for the criminal offense has been received” [59 O.S. §567.5]. Therefore, 
applicants for licensure in Oklahoma with one or more felony convictions cannot apply 
for licensure for at least five years after completion of all sentencing terms, including 
probation and suspended sentences, unless a presidential or gubernatorial pardon is 
received. 

 

http://nursing.ok.gov/rnlpnnclex07.pdf (Accessed 8/1/2017) 

http://nursing.ok.gov/rnlpnnclex07.pdf

